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Hammonasset Beach erosion solution proposed
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MADISON-Nourishing
Hammonasset State
Park's West Beach with
sand dredged from
Clinton Harbor and the
Housatonic River and
adding a terminal groin
would be the best
solution to the state
beach's erosion
problems, a study has

found' Wear and storm undermining has resulted in boardwalk repair in
1989, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1996 and in 2000. Photo by Hannah
Vahl
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and the Woods Hole Group, on behalf of the state Dept. of Environmental
Protection, studied beach erosion and prepared a report and environmental impact
evaluation. A public hearing at Memorial Town Hall on the study and Environmental
Impact Evaluation was held last week.

Erosion at the state park, said Woods Hole Group coastal engineer Kirk Bosma at
the hearing, "Has been a well-documented major issue since the '20s." A 1950
beach erosion study resulted in beach nourishment and the construction of Meigs
Point. A 1973 study resulted in Tom's Creek jetty.

Wear and storm undermining has resulted in boardwalk repair in 1989, 1991, 1992,
1993, 1996 and in 2000. Bosma predicted that in a ten year storm event, the
boardwalk would be gone.And at high tide, West Beach can be just a thin strip of
sand.

Between 1883 and 2007, Hammonasset Beach has exhibited steady erosion on
West Beach at an average of a foot a year, but the rates of shoreline change have
increased in the past 33 years, according to the report.

West Beach at one point was eroding about two feet a year, and that extreme
erosion occurred near the West Beach bath houses.

Erosion is particularly a problem at West Beach because tides there run southeast,
parallel to the shore, and tend to carry sand the waves wash into Long Island
Sound in that direction, consultants found. To have a unidirectional current is
unusual, said Bosma. "At first we had trouble believing it," he said.

The state Dept. of Environmental Protection has been replenishing sand on West
Beach as a stopgap measure, often either before or after a storm, ever since 2005.
A pile of sand dredged from another part of the park for that purpose sits next to a
West Beach Bathhouse.






